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The competing private systems are controlled by Commonwealth & Southern (which still operates in Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi, as well as Indiana and Ohio), In a sense the situation has been stabilized, and the frontiers defined. TVA has, of course, served to drive rates down, just as public power in the Northwest drove rates down; in areas where TVA and private power exist side by side, there is virtually no difference in rates; in places more remote, private rates, though much lower than they were, are still 10 per cent or more higher. It is when you compare TVA rates with those of a community totally outside the valley that you see the difference; I gave an illustration of this in Chapter 12. Another, closer home, shows what people in Memphis pay for power (under TVA) as compared to those in an Arkansas town just across the river, Marianna, which the authority doesn't touch, and which is served by Arkansas Power & Light:
Kwh per month            2$            40          100           250            500
Memphis               $0.75        $1.20        $2.50        $5.00        $ 6.90
Marianna                 1.58         2.10         3.95          7.58          10.08
Also, exactly like Bonneville in the Northwest/ TVA has greatly stimulated the use of power. At .0178^ per kwh (as against a national average of .0331^) more people can afford to buy; the private companies of course benefit from this, and make more money. For instance the two biggest utilities adjoining TVA were ordered in 1944 by their state public service commissions to make rate reductions of roughly $1,400,000, and to refund not less than $1,500,000 chiefly to domestic consumers, because of "prospective high federal income and excess profits taxes." The Ford principle, that the cheaper you make a good commodity the greater will be your returns to a point, applies as always to most new industrial undertakings.
But opposition to TVA by the private utilities remains fierce and ineradicable; again,, the story closely parallels that in the Northwest. One utility executive told me that what he objected to most was TVA's "glamor"; he thought that a prosaic businessman shouldn't have to compete with anything so "romantic," This is puzzling; the serious ground for opposition is of course that TVA is akin to socialism, and extremely effective socialism at that. The power companies no longer play politics in the region quite as they used to. To go back a bit, Southwestern Gas & Electric helped finance Huey Long, and Bilbo once made the press agent of Mississippi Power & Light president of the University of Mississippi.0
But elsewhere in the United States the power lobby is as active as it ever was; consider evidence from the "Electric Hour" on the radio to propaganda agencies like that of the Hofer Company in Oregon which
6 Raymond Swing, Forerunners of American Fascism, pp. 104, 115.